DISCUSSING IMMIGRATION: The Contribution of Economics






Economic Proposition 3





Immigration (1) depresses domestic wage rates and (2) increases unemployment. 





Argument





Immigration increases the supply of labour. This will reduce the wages and lower the living standards of domestic workers. It will also raise unemployment among domestic workers. 





If migrants are unskilled then domestic unskilled labour will suffer. If migrants are well educated, then domestic skilled labour will experience lower pay and employment.








Economic Proposition 4





Immigrants can help to solve the public deficits and pensions crisis which many E.U. countries face. 





Argument





New migrants tend to be of working age, and younger than the population at large. A high proportion gain jobs very quickly. The taxes they pay help to close the public deficits and finance the state pensions of the indigenous elderly population. 





Many new migrants are better educated than typical members of the domestic population. They are therefore likely to have higher than average earnings and to contribute even more in taxes.








The wider reality of immigration





Identify the human, social and political effects of migration on receiving and sending nations. 











Distinguish (a) real from (b) imagined effects.











How can we help students in schools to appreciate this wider perspective? How can we empower students to be active citizens?











What values and attitudes should we be promoting as teachers?








Rationality and Efficiency?





Empathy and Fairness?





Sense of community and nationhood?





Dynamism and diversity?





Global awareness?





Ecological perspective (Gaia?)





Respect for evidence?





Economic Proposition 2





Immigration increases economic growth and raises the standard of living. 





Argument





Extra spending by migrants from their earnings and the savings they bring into the country raises aggregate demand. Migration brings in foreign entrepreneurs and leads to the production of new products and the creation of new businesses, which increase employment opportunities for the indigenous population. New products and links to foreign markets lead to increased exports.








Economic Proposition 1





Immigration imposes costs on central and local governments. 








Argument





Inflows of migrants put pressure on housing and public services, such as health care and schools. The costs fall disproportionately on those towns and cities with large migrant populations. Some new migrants also seek financial support. It is argued that migrants will be attracted to those countries with higher levels of social security provision, where they feel they will be more welcome or settle more easily.





STUDENT PRE-CONCEPTIONS





What attitudes towards immigration are your students bringing into the classroom?





What do they know of the nature and scale of migration (inwards and outwards?)





What do students consider to be the important questions?





If you have recent migrants in the class:





Do the views of indigenous students differ from those of recent migrants?





Does the latter group have a story to explain why their family migrated?





Teaching controversial issues


Key elements








Student pre-conceptions: family, cultural and peer group influences.





Apply specific concepts and tools of analysis: evaluate theory and evidence.





Connect to wider reality: human, social and political (incl. international).





Formalise the issue: identify economic, social, political dimensions.
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