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„Project-course about the enlargement of the European Union“
In the course, the students prepared and presented a one-day live-roleplay dealing with the enlargement of the European Union (EU) on Turkey. With the help of oral presentations, the students strive to understand the institutions of the EU as well as the chances and problems of the enlargement concerning different political and economic fields. Already, when selecting a topic for the oral presentation (for example the problem with Cyprus or the cultural aspects of the enlargement), the students automatically get to know the character that they will present in the later role-play (for example a Greek or a member of the European Commission). This ensures that the student, while taking part in the course, puts him-/herself effectively into the chosen character’s position. At the end then, the negotiation about membership is to be simulated by all members (20 students) in the role- or conference-play. 
Here, an active and alternative teaching form is demonstrated and tried out by the prospective teachers themselves. The main course is for all students at the institute but especially for those who want to become a teacher in political and economic education. 
What makes the course special is...

· at first, although there was the possibility to do the role-play with the help of computers as a technique for net-communication (which is done often), we here focus on face to face discussions in small groups having with a “work-dinner” in between;
· secondly, that we focus on a highly controversial political problem of the nearer future and that therefore is discussed in the media daily;
· thirdly, that it is more than just „playing“ a conference game: the students acquired the knowledge and their character‘s perspective during the seminar by listening to and giving the oral presentations 
( Contributions during the seminar = preparation of the given character‘s views
· last but not least: the students train themselves in scientific work, arguing, giving oral presentations and, especially, taking the position of a given character.






