Citizenship Education

Useful websites:

www.politeia.net
www.publiek-politiek.nl
www.politik-digital.de
www.europa.digital.de
www.civnet.org
www.culture.coe.fr/postsummit/citizenship
www.unesco.org/education
www.opendemocracy.net
www.teachernet.gov.uk
www.teachingcitizenship.org.uk
www.citfou.org.uk
www.politicalresources.net
http://.uvm.dk/gymnasie/almen/sicirapport/htm
www.bpb.de
www.eurocliohistory.org
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1. Short survey over international initiatives: See: EJE: good surveys

· After WW2: /BundeszentraleLandeszentrale für politische Bildung – Politeia (Dutch)

· Worries in all countries, strengthened after the fall og Communism – many initiatives – handout

· The Americans in Eastern Europe quickly: CIVITAS – later CIVITAS International

· UNESCO-programmes: Citizenship and Education Worldwide

· The Council of Europe: Education for Democratic Citizenship, but before that: many conferences on Citizenship (I in Ukraine 1994 – Russia 1995) – Former Yougoslavia

· Soros-Foundation

· Citizenship Education (Civics) now a school subject in many countries, e.g. the UK (after Thatcher “current events”)

· EU: Dutch chairmanship: The Minister of Education will give education for democratic citizenship considerable attention:

“Politicians consider citizenship, or rather the lack of a sense of citizenship, to be the largest social problem we are facing. Citizens lack a  sense of civic responsibility…If we do nothing to ensure this, our societies will slowly disintegrate…Education is by far the best way to make young people good citizens…

But in what way can the subject contribute to the issue:

“Learning modern citizenship is not only about acquiring knowledge and cognitive skills. It is also about the development of a particular attitude, learning through the example of others, and learning by doing something yourself…

· The conference in Santiago de Compostela

2. Citizenship – in a Danish context:

· Two definitions  (se my contribution in EJE)

“In the discussion of citizenship education and democratic teaching there are two common perceptions of democracy which are mutually dependent. The first one views democracy as a form of government. In this sense democracy is characterised by free and fair elections with a secret ballot; the principle one person/one vote; division and separation of powers, the rule of law, basic human rights etc. This is essentially a technical, institutional perspective, based on structures, procedures,, regulations and mechanisms to make governing a people through democratic processes a workable reality…”

In a school context this can be compared with students councils, rules of how the schools are governed. In Dk we have a law, requiring students councils and democratic participation.

This is definitely a necessary, but not sufficient requirement.

But 

“alternatively, democracy may be viewed as a philosophy for and the basis of a way of living. Here, it is more concerned with a willingness to compromise, tolerance, a willingness to be influenced by arguments…An exchange of views is a key concept here..”

Another word for it could be “open classrooms”, the climate in classrooms

3. DK doing bad in PISA surveys, but very well in IEA’s Civic Study. Not only attitudes (Where is the toilet? How do you feel yourself?), but knowledge and skills, included knowledge and skills about economic issues – important in this context.

Confirmed by a British piece of Research, and first of all by Carol Hahn. Describe her results.

Why do we do so well in this respect?

Until now: 

· Open curricula, made by teachers

· Dealing with controversial issues

· Decentralised exams

· Trust in teachers

· Many different sources of teaching materials – no interference by state or other outsiders

· Many formal rules: students’ councils etc. Important, but politics all over the world is changing. Research in DK also shows that Danish students are unwilling to join traditional political patterns, e.g. political parties. We still have a very high voter-turn out at elections, - and this can be considered worrying - and by the way many referenda on EU-issues. But democratic attitudes are taught in the classrooms. In my school: The teaching in all classes must be evaluated by students at least once a year. Students must give their advice on how to fulfil syllabuses, students must be asked to give their opinion about the basis for our decentralised oral exams etc.

This may change now: The new regulations? Stricter?

4. What then are the obstacles of making citizenship education succeed?

My experience from many European countries:

· Overloaded curricula

· Political pressure – “individual” censorship

· Lack of professionalism of teachers – dependency of textbooks

· In many of the former Communist countries: low wages, and consequently lack of time for teachers

· Exam regulations – teaching for the test

